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TAKE A BREAK AND TREAT YOURSELF

Advent is a time of expectant waiting and preparation
for the celebration of the
birth of Jesus at Christmas.
Bring your friends and family as we gather
during this Holy Season
to prepare for the coming of Jesus.

Join us for Worship each Sunday at 10:00 a.m.

November 29 1:00 p.m. Help decorate the Sanctuary
for Christmas. All hands are welcomed.

November 30 Light the First Advent candle, sing,
pray and prepare for the coming of Jesus.

December 7  Light the Second Advent candle.

December 14 Join in the festivities: A service full of
familiar Christmas music for you to join in
singing. Light the Third Advent candle.

Make a candy craft & cards for our friends at home

December 21 Christmas Music service
A special service full of Christmas music.
Light the Fourth Advent Candle.

9:00 a.m.-12:00 before and after worship. Help match
the toys to children for our Secret Santa mission.

December 24 6:00 p.m. CANDLELIGHT SERVICE
Bring the whole family and find some sanity in a
frantic season. This service brings a peaceful joy to
our souls. We will light the Christ candle.

December 25  Merry Christmas

Have a blessed Christmas and share the
real meaning of Christmas.

Pastor George Kiakis Ann Felsentreger, Secretary Worship Sunday 10:00 a.m.
Church office: 413-532-0500 e-mail: officec@UMCSouthHadley.org Web site: UMCSouthHadley.org



http://UMCSouthHadley.org

FROM THE PASTOR

Tis the season of Advent, the church is preparing to celebrate the birth of our Lord

Jesus Christ. Families are decorating their homes and trimming the Christmas tree.
Parents are shopping for that gift that the children want but are finding
RSy )V* it had to find or looking for that perfect gift for that someone special.

#;C w- We know that at this time of year it can be stressful. If that is the case
why not join us as we sing Christmas Carols and listen to the story of
the birth of the Christ Child. Please join us on
Christmas Eve to start your holiday on a happy note, bring your éiggnrv(ilé%hght
family and help us celebrate that great gift that God has given us. S

AN

I would like to share this Christmas prayer with you.

Loving Father, help us to remember the birth of Jesus, that we may
share in the song of the angels, the gladness of the shepherds, and the
worship of the wise men. Close the door of hate and open the door of
love all over the world. Let kindness come with every gift and good
desires with every greeting. Deliver us from the evil by the blessing
which Christ brings and teach us to be merry with clear hearts. May
the Christmas morning make us happy to be Thy children, and the
Christmas evening bring us to our beds with grateful thoughts,
forgiving and forgiven, for Jesus’ sake. Amen.

And now from my house and God’s to your house, Merry Christmas to you all.

Pactor Geonge

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS PLANTS ORDER FORM

We will be ordering Christmas Poinsettia plants. Your cost is $6.50 per plant. It is
necessary that you enclose your payment with your order. To have the best selection
of plants, your order must be in by Sunday, December 7th.

Kindly mail or give your order and payment to Ann or drop it in the offering
plate. Checks should be made out to South Hadley Methodist Church.

I wish the church to order plants. Paid:

Given in memory/honor of

By/from/love (please circle):

I will pick up my plant after church I wish it delivered to a shut-in

I will deliver it to:

FhEdExdF*FORMS DUE SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7th *#%%#&*%®




l@ BE A SANTA’S HELPER -
o How can you help?

&1L ‘Tis the time for the Secret Santa
) %lChristmas program. We have

ildren who will need gifts, and that
means we need people to help. Last year
we helped over 140 children have a happy
Christmas.

This year the program is going to look a
little different. We will need help to
match all the children with a

to match the toys to children
-Donating hats and/or mittens
-Help shop for a gift

Your help is always welcome. If you have
any questions or would like to help, talk to
Ann

If you know of a family who will go without
gifts, give their information to Ann. Names
and all information will be kept
confidential.

donated toy. £ Catch the spirit of Christmas and become a
You can help by: O™ ﬁ Santa’s Helper.
-Showing up on December 21st 5 ¢
/ | CELEBRATION. CONCERNS & MORE |
/
\ \ — =
A ‘Pl PRAY FOR Carol Brunelle,

i~ BethDietz, Tim O’Donnell,
Kathy Washburn Darlene Dout,
Jim Anspach’s Family - parents, Gene &
Rene and Uncles Earl & Tom Anspach,
Mark Felsentreger, Scott Shippey,
Robert Dout, Hugh ‘Scotty’ Hutton, Lisa
Barnes, Jessica Guarnera, Hwang &
Sooyun & Family, Family of Jim Corey,
our Church, our Country, our World.

| CONGRATULATIONS

Daniel Hackett has
completed all
requirements, passed his
Board of Review, and has
attained the rank of Eagle
Scout. His project was
creating a "pocket park" at
the Holyoke boat ramp, which will allow
people to sit and view the river.

We are all very proud of his hard work,
dedication, and the effort he has put in
to achieve this coveted rank in scouting.

STEEPLE LIGHTING

Our steeple is lit during the
month of December:

¥ In memory of Pauline Kiakis
by her Family.

¥ Anonymously asking us to
“Look to the Light”.

If you would like the steeple lit for one
month, the fee is $25.00. The deadline is
the 25th of the month.

CONGRATUILATIONS to Bree
Hackett, Gabby Walz, Shea Walsh and
Anna Dunlap who were this year’s

recipients of the North Main Street
Churches Scholarship.




THANK YOU TO SPECIAL
PEOPLE

Thank you to Dave & Laurie Towne,

Kevin for sharing their cooking
talents and making dinner for the
veterans service. The meal was
great. They are appreciated.

Thank you to all who supported our
Methodist’s Women’s bake sale.
The $289 income goes to support
our missions.

We have bags of new jumbo pecan
halves for sale.

CAROLING

Join in Caroling at Pine Grove on
December 20 2:30-4 p.m. Meet at
84 Pine Grove. So. Hadley.

WHITE
CHRISTMAS # \

isour %
tradition,
the people %
of the church
will prepare small %
gift bags for our folks at
: home. You are invited to
7 help make the cards, crafts and %

gifts, giving you a chance to visit with some™%
one who is unable to attend church in person. ¥
¢  Avisitis a wonderful gift. If you will give the
%, gift of you, call ... or sign up on the sheet in the &

Vg, sanctuary. e~

PEOPLE ARE HUNGRY Two Ways You Can Help

There are more people coming to Kate’s Kitchen for a meal; for many &
this is their only meal of the day! Once a month we bring goulash (pasta B
with tomato sauce & hamburg) to Kate’s Kitchen. Ten casseroles were delivered in
November. Any casseroles we bring are appreciated but we can do better. Will you help?
The December casseroles are due on December 28th. The UWF provides a pan and you
can bring the casserole to church any time during the month and put it in the freezer.
Thank you to all who help. Thank you to Rose Novak for delivering the casseroles in

November.
GIVING THANKS

Come worship, give thanks for all that's good in our lives and pray for the future. You are
invited to help those in need by bringing non-perishable food or a financial donation for
Neighbors Helping Neighbors food pantry.

While hunger is a year round issue, the upcoming holidays tug at our heartstrings and we
tend to be more aware at this time of year. You might want to make a monthly donation to
any of the feeding ministries in our area.

All donations large or small are a blessing to those in need.

Matthew 25:35&40 “For I was hungry and you gave Me something to eat; I was thirsty and
you gave Me something to drink....Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of
these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.”

Everyone is invited to help.




FROM OURIAY LEADER

Here we are again, the Thanksgiving turkey is still in the oven and Christmas is
being thrown at us like a fast ball. We try to hit it out of the park, but don’t quite
make it. Personally, I am happy if I see it whiz by without hitting me in the head. I
love the Christmas season, but I don’t love the pressure: the advertising pushing me
to spend more money, the complete commercialization. God must be disappointed
in the way we celebrate his son’s birthday. I hope you will take some time to
remember what it is we are celebrating. Maybe we can stop and thank God for
sending his son to us, especially since we know the reason for this gift. It is called
Easter.

On a different topic, our church is working to determine our future. A group of
four lay people from our church has been participating in the Church Assessment
process, outlined in the Book of Discipline. Four pastors, including Pastor George,
have been working with us as we have made this journey, and we have come to the
place where we need to discuss the many questions, observations and suggestions
with the rest of the congregation. It’s a very important discussion and I urge you to
make this meeting a priority.

The church is the people, and if the people are not present, there is no church. So
if you care, be there.

As the Pilgrims gave thanks to God for getting them through the winter, let us
give thanks for getting through our personal winters. There is still much to be
thankful for, and when it’s difficult to remember the blessings in our
lives, it helps to name them out loud or write them down. God’s love

never fails, even when we are hard pressed to name the goodness. v %S
v
Wishing you a Thanksgiving full of intentional gratitude, v Q
v’ \

Mary Lou e

CHRISTMAS GIFT IDEAS

Make a donation to one of the mission projects of our church
tCasseroles for Kate’s Kitchen tWhite Christmas bags for Friends at Home
tSecret Santa 1St Pauley Textiles Inc. used clothes drop off
tLight the Steeple in honor of someone tMake a Donation to UMCOR
TCWS Blankets. tHat & Mitten Tree ~ 1tNeighbors Helping Neighbors Food Pantry
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CELEBRATE DIVERSITY

All are welcome - loved for who you are, exactly as you are.
Join us for worship 10:00 a.m. Sundays
in our sanctuary, on Zoom and on YouTube.
Join in one of our missions.

United Methodist Church
of
Holyoke, South Hadley & Granby
30 Carew Street
South Hadley, MA 01075

Pastor George Kiakis

If you are in need of prayers or need to speak with Pastor call or email.
Email: officec@UMCSouthHadley.org
Church office 413 532-0500. Leave a message.

ke
*%%; Merry Christmas
to you and God bless you \

and your family with peace

and joy for the year o come.

&

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
30 Carew Street
South Hadley, Massachusetts 01075-2705

Return address service requested.
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