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November 2025

FROM THE PASTOR

Here we are in November, the days are getting colder and we start thinking of that nasty
white stuff that is on the way. Wait a second there are some great things that happen in
November. We get to thank God for the things that He has given us this year. We will have
family over for Thanksgiving, we will start getting ready to decorate for Christmas, sing
Christmas carols.

We here at the Church will be remembering those who have gone before us, Celebrating
our Veterans past and present, and looking forward to the Advent Season. Great things are
happening. Hope to see you all come and take part.

May God continue to bless you all.

Paston George

Join in any or all of our November activities

November is a time for
giving thanks.

TAKE A BREAK AND TREAT YOURSELF

Bring your friends and family as we gather
to give thanks.

Join us for Worship each Sunday at 10:00.

November 2 10:00 a.m. All Saints Sunday You are invited to bring a
picture of a loved one to memorialize.
November 9 10:00 a.m. Celebrating our Veterans
November 12 9:00 a.m. UWF all are invited.
November 16 3:00 p.m. Concert to benefit Food Bank of Western Mass
November 21 5-5:30 p.m. Grab & Go
November 23 9:00-11:30 a.m. UWF Bake Sale
10:00 a.m. Thanksgiving Sunday you are invited to bring
non-perishable food or a financial donation for
Neighbors Helping Neighbors

November 28 5:30- 8:00 p.m. Family movie on big screen with Mark,
pop corn & hot dogs. All free!

November 30 10:00 a.m. First Sunday of Advent

Fellowship Hall -




CELEBRATING OUR VETERANS

A’K‘ We will recognize our veterans on November 9. We have invited veterans
Oy  in South Hadley and Granby to come worship with us and to join us

4 Youk y * afterward for lunch. I hope many of you will join us. Dave Towne will lead
SERVIC the meal.

FROM OUR LAY LEADER

Here we are: SNAP benefits are suspended until Congress gets back to work; the Church
Assessment is in process, Annual Conference is only a couple of weeks away, we are at the
door to The Holidays with Thanksgiving looming large. Talk about strange bedfellows! It
feels as though the world is upside down and backwards right now.

There are things we can control and those we cannot, and when we try to control those
we can’t, it takes a toll on us in many ways, none of them good. SNAP is in the hands of
Congress; Church Assessment is dealing with the facts of the past and the community
around us; everyone is invited to Annual Conference on November 17, although only
members may vote. It provides insight about what we, as a church do and I think you
should be there if you can.

We do have control over our Christmas attitude and how we celebrate. I have written
before that if you need to go into debt in order to have a happy Christmas, you should look
at your priorities, so I won’t go there again. What I will say is that we need to appreciate
who and what we have while we have them. Recently, I have lost three people who have
been in my life for many years. Most recently was my first boyfriend, Robin. He was an
incredibly good person, married to a woman he loved deeply. His wife died four or five
years ago and her death destroyed him. He spent the years longing for her and writing
about her. He was very attached to his church, but it is moving away from the spirituality
he knew and he felt betrayed. It was another death for him. Then came dementia. Dying
was a blessing for Robin.

As I'look back at the time I had with the three who are now gone, I try to remember if I
told them how I felt, if I treated them the way they deserved. Of course, as human beings,
they all deserved a level of love, be it biblical or romantic. I think we all
should consider how we treat others. We’re just people. Writing that
reminds me of the time my husband ran over the raspberry bushes I was
trying to grow. Oh, I was hot! Jessica was about eight and she looked at
me and said, “Oh Mom, he’s just a man.” I thought it was cute at the time,
but I have come to see it as having been pretty deep.

As we approach the holidays, both major and minor, I hope we can remember that others
are just people. Let’s do simple acts of kindness and make someone feel seen. There are
people who have been deflated, but a plate of cookies might help them feel that they matter.
COVID did such damage that it will take years to recover. There are seniors who sit at home
and go nowhere because they are suffering from the inertia of doing nothing. One of the
best gifts you can give is your time or even something you made. We all need people, but
not all of us have people. Let’s try to be there for others.

God’s Work,
Our Hands

-

Mary Lou
Pastor George Kiakis Ann Felsentreger, Secretary Worship Sunday 10:00 a.m.
Church office: 413-532-0500 e-mail: officec@ UMCSouthHadley.org Web site: UMCSouthHadley.org

Heather Reichgott, Minister of Music Neighbors Helping Neighbors: 413-437-7593
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So. Hadley Methodist Church is cooking dinner.

Grab & Go
Its comfort food time!
Mac & Cheese [Ham
Salad Surprise Dessert

November 24 5:00 o 5:30 p.m.
$15.00

To order: call: 413 532-0500
text: 413 695-1212

email: office@umcsouthhadley.org

Include your name, phone & number of meals.

Notify us if anyone in your party has a food allergy.

| CELEBRATION, CONCERNS & MORE |

71/
(\(/// PRAY FOR Carol Brunelle, STEEPLE LIGHTING
N SR Y Beth Dietz, Tim O’Donnell, Kathy Our steeple is lit during the
O 74 Washburn, Darlene Dout, Jim month of November:
“ ™ Anspach’s Family - parents, Gene - ,
& Rene and Uncles Earl & Tom Anspach, ?Celge(t))tr}all %?rr;ﬁ)({;fstor George's
Mark Felsentreger, Scott Shippey, ¥ Anonymously asking us to
Robert Dout, Hugh ‘Scotty’ Hutton, Lisa “Look to the Light”.
Barnes, Jessica Guarnera, Hwang & If you would like the steeple lit for one
Sooyun & Family, Family of Jim Corey, month, the fee is $25.00. The deadline is the
our Church, our Country, our World. 25th of the month.

CONGRATULATIONS to Bree
Hackett, Gabby Walz, Shea Walsh and
Anna Dunlap who were this year’s
recipients of the North Main Street

SECIAL COMMITMENT Kate's Kitchen

Carol Deren made five casseroles in
October. She discovered the freezer was
bare the Sunday prior to her delivery, so
she went home and made five casseroles.
That's commitment.




Bombyx Brass Collective Presents

PRAYER
Heavenly Father, May we take this

POPS ACROSS May we tak
day, as You have given it, to find the

D beauty of Your creation, the peace
T “ : I o .' D of Your spirit and the comfort of
Your presence. Let us take time to
be a blessing to others as You

continually bless us. All praise and
Glory to You. Amen.

Submitted by Lori Bozeman, Lay
Leader, Brunswick UMC, Many
Waters District

Sunday, November 16, 2025 @3pm

United Methodist Church, 30 Carew
Street South Hadley, MA

Suggested Donation of $25 to Benefit the Food
Bank of Western Mass

BA E s LE Sunday, November 23 9:00 a.m.

¥

Why: To raise money for the Methodist’s Women’s
B Mission

Who:  Everyone can Participate
How: Bake, Buy or Donate

Why: To help support the United
Women in Faith missions.

November 16: 9-9:45 a.m. Bell rehearsal

November 17: 7:00 p.m. Annual church
Conference Fellowship Hall -
Everyone should attend, church

November Calendar

After worship, join us in Fellowship Hall for
coffee and...

November 2: Daylight savings - set clock
one hour back members may vote.

November 9: 9-9:45 a.m. Choir rehearsal November 21: 5-5:30 p.m. Grab & Go
10 a.m. Honor Our Veterans November 23: 9-9:45 a.m. Bell rehearsal
November 11: 6:00 p.m. Council & Casseroles for Kate’s Kitchen are due.
Trustees in Pastor’s office & on Zoom.  November 28: 5:30-8 p.m. Movie Night
November 12: 9:00 a.m. UWF -free hot dogs & popcorn
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THANKSGIVING SUNDAY

Come worship, give thanks for all that's good in our lives and pray for the future on
Thanksgiving Sunday, November 23. You are invited to help those in need by bringing
non-perishable food or a financial donation for Neighbors Helping Neighbors food
pantry.

While hunger is a year round issue, the upcoming holidays tug at our heartstrings and
we tend to be more aware at this time of year. You might want to make a monthly
donation to any of the feeding ministries in our area.

All donations large or small are a blessing to those in need.
“Whatever vou did for one of the least vou did for me.”

BE A SANTA’S HELPER - Be a -Donating hats and/or mittens &
Santa’s Helper - How can you help? -Help shop for a gift M
‘Tis the time for the Secret Santa Your help is always welcome. If 2
Christmas program. We have children you have any questions or J %
who will need gifts, and that means we would like to help, talk to Ann. S

need people to help. Last year we helped
over 140 children have a happy
Christmas.

If you know of a family who will go
without gifts, give their information to
Ann. Names and all information will be
This year the program is going to look a kept confidential.

little different. We will need help to

match all the children with a donated toy. Catch the spirit of Christmas and become

a Santa’s Helper.

You can help by:
-Showing up on December 21st to match Catch the spirit of Christmas and
the toys to children become a Santa’s Helper.

UWEF: HATS, MITTENS, SCARVES

It’s time to start knitting and buying mittens, hats & scarves.

There will be a Christmas tree to hang the hats and mittens on. We .
will deliver them to those in need and most will be used for the Secret O ¢~
Santa gifts. New are best but slightly used are welcome. All sizes are \
needed. This mission project has been going on in our church for what seems

like forever and the children and adults who are cold appreciate the hats and mittens.

PEOPLE ARE HUNGRY

There are more people coming to Kate’s Kitchen for a meal; for many this is their only
meal of the day! Once a month we bring goulash (pasta with tomato sauce & hamburg)
to Kate’s Kitchen. Nine casseroles were delivered in October. Any
casseroles we bring are appreciated but we can do better. Will you
help? The November casseroles are due on November 23th. The
UWTF provides a pan and you can bring the casserole to church any
time during the month and put it in the freezer.

Thank you to all who help. Thank you to Carol & Tom Deren for
delivering the casserole on the last Monday each month.

If you have any questions call 413 695-1212 or email: officec@UMCSouthHadley.org.
Matthew 25:35&40 For I was hungry and you gave Me something to eat;

I was thirsty and you gave Me something to drink.... ““Truly I tell you, whatever
you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’
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CELEBRATE DIVERSITY

All are welcome - loved for who you are, exactly as you are.
Join us for worship 10:00 a.m. Sundays
in our sanctuary, on Zoom and on YouTube.
Join in one of our missions.

United Methodist Church
of

Holyoke, South Hadley & Granby
30 Carew Street
South Hadley, MA 01075

Pastor George Kiakis

If you are in need of prayers or need to speak with pastor call or email.
Email: office@UMCSouthHadley.org

Church office 413 532-0500 Leave a message.

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
30 Carew Street
South Hadley, Massachusetts 01075-2705
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