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Communion Sunday

CELEBRATE DIVERSITY - All are welcome - loved for
who you are, exactly as you are. Please stay after worship so
we can meet and say hello.

If you are able, please stand at the places marked with an
asterisk (¥*). For all other portions of the service, you may
remain seated.
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Announcements
Prelude

Welcome
Passing of the Peace

Call To Worship
L: We gather as people looking for the star, a sign that
God is at work in the world.

P: God, help us find your glory.

L: We gather as people listening for the whispers of the
Spirit, hints of the good news in the least likely places.

P: God, help us notice your glory.

L: We gather as people yearning for Love's presence, the
assurance that we are not alone and Love will have the

last word.

P: God, help us encounter your glory.

L: On this Epiphany Sunday, may the Light of Love shine
among us, revealing divine glory through neighbors
known and unknown, vulnerable children, and
unexpected gifts.

P: God, reveal to us anew the glory of your
expansive Love that gathers us together and

sustains us in loving service to one another and

all creation. Amen.



*Hymn #254: We Three Kings

1. We three kings of Orient are;
bearing gifts we traverse afar,

field and fountain, moor and mountain,
following yonder star.

Refrain:

O star of wonder, star of light,

star with royal beauty bright,
westward leading, still proceeding,
guide us to thy perfect light.

2. Born a King on Bethlehem's plain,
gold I bring to crown him again,
King forever, ceasing never,

over us all to reign.

(Refrain)

3. Frankincense to offer have I;
incense owns a Deity nigh;

prayer and praising, voices raising,
worshiping God on high.

(Refrain)

4. Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume
breathes a life of gathering gloom;
sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying,
sealed in the stone-cold tomb.
(Refrain)

5. Glorious now behold him arise;
King and God and sacrifice:
Alleluia, Alleluia,

sounds through the earth and skies.
(Refrain)

Morning Prayer

Light of God, illumine the path that leads us to
healing, hope, and salvation. Glory of God, fill this
sanctuary and expose the darkness that stalks our
souls. Light of God, shine with such brightness that
we marvel in awe. Glory of God, fill each temple with

the Holy Spirit today. Light of God, Glory of God, we
welcome you in this place. Amen.

Celebrations & Concerns
Pastoral Prayer
*Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father,
and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.

Ministry in Music: Open the Eyes of My Heart
Scripture: John 1: 1-18 pg. 91 New Testament

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3
Through him all things were made; without him nothing was
made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was
the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and
the darkness has not overcomery it.

6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He
came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that
through him all might believe. 8 He himself was not the light;
he came only as a witness to the light.

o The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into
the world. 10 He was in the world, and though the world was
made through him, the world did not recognize him. 11 He
came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive
him. 12 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in
his name, he gave the right to become children of God— 13
children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or
a husband’s will, but born of God.

14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.
We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who
came from the Father, full of grace and truth.



15 (John testified concerning him. He cried out, saying, “This is
the one I spoke about when I said, ‘He who comes after me has
surpassed me because he was before me.””) 16 Out of his
fullness we have all received grace in place of grace already
given. 17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth
came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God, but
the one and only Son, who is himself God andpw; is in closest
relationship with the Father, has made him known.

L: This is the Word of God for the people of God.

P: Thanks be to God.

*Hymn #2094: Carol of the Epiphany
1. I sought him dressed
in finest clothes,
where money talks,
and status grows;
but power and wealth,
he never chose:
It seemed he lived
in poverty.

2. I sought him

in the safest place,
remote from crime
or cheap disgrace;
but safety never
knew his face:

It seemed he lived
in jeopardy.

3. I sought him where

the spotlights glare,

where crowds collect

and critics stare; but no one knew
his presence there:

It seemed he lived

in obscurity.

4. Then, in the streets,

we heard the word

that seemed,

for all the world, absurd:That those who could
no gifts afford

were entertaining

Christ the Lord.

5. And so, distinct

from all we’d planned,
among the poorest

of the land,we did what few
might understand:

We touched God in

a baby’s hand.

Message: Pastor George Kiakis
Prayer of Confession

God's light is present in this world. Present in
the Christ child, born to lead us out of darkness.
Present in the star, in all that guides us to love.
God's light is in the world, and the darkness did
not overcome it. God's grace is in the world, and
our missteps will not overcome it. We are loved;
we are forgiven. Alleluia! Alleluia! Amen.

*Hymn #2086: Open Our Eyes, Lord

Open our eyes, Lord,

we want to see Jesus,

to reach out and touch him,
and say that we love him.
Open our ears, Lord,

and help us to listen.

Open our eyes, Lord,

we want to see Jesus.



Invitation to Communion p-13
All are welcome, regardless of age or church
membership. Communion will be received
at the communion rail.

*Hymn #206: I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light
I want to walk as a child of the light;

I want to follow Jesus.
God set the stars to give light to the world;
The star of my life is Jesus.

Refrain In him there is no darkness at all;
The night and the day are both alike.
The Lamb is the light of the city of God;
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.

I want to see the brightness of God;
I want to look at Jesus.
Clear Sun of righteousness, shine on my path,
And show me the way to the Father.

Refrain

I’m looking for the coming of Christ;
I want to be with Jesus.
When we have run with patience the race,
We shall know the joy of Jesus.

Refrain

*Offering
*Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God the source of all our gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit! Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Alleluia!1.
*Offering Prayer

Benediction
Postlude

Offering: Please leave your offering on the plate. The
Lord has given us so much, let us remember to return
some to His church.

-Prayer List: Carol Brunelle, Beth Dietz, Tim O’Donnell,
Kathy Washburn, Darlene Dout, Jim Anspach’s Family -
parents, Gene & Rene and Uncles Earl & Tom Anspach, Mark
Felsentreger, Scott Shippey, Robert Dout, Hugh ‘Scotty’
Hutton, Lisa Barnes, Jessica Guarnera, Hwang & Sooyun &
Family, our Church, our Country, our World.

-Prayers & sympathy to Ellen & Mark Hudgik & Family on
the death of Ellen’s sister.

-Prayers & sympathy & to Lisa Barnes, Jim Barnes & Shane
Heckethorn on the death of Lisa & Jim’s mother, Claire.

January 14: 9:00 a.m. United Women in Faith

January 16: 5-5:30 p.m. Grab & Go meal

January 20: 6:00 p.m. Church Council & Trustees
Pastor’s office & on Zoom

January 23: 5:30-8 p.m. Free! Movie night, hot dogs &
popcorn.

If you are in need of prayers or need to speak
with the pastor, contact the office.
Pastor’s office hours
Tuesdays & Thursdays 8:30-11:00 a.m.

office@umcsouthhadley.org
web site: umcsouthhadley.org

Church office 413 532-0500 Leave a message.




