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FROM THE PASTOR 
     Happy New Year! We hope and pray that you all had a Merry Christmas. We have had a 
wonderful Advent and Christmas season filled with joy and songs. This is the time when we 
make resolutions for the new year, some are for personal reasons others are for peace and 
joy for the world, and let us always remember to thank God for the wonderful gift He has 
given to us, His Son Jesus Christ. We the Church have made some goals for the new year 
also, but like all goals we need your help to accomplish them. If we put our trust in God, all 
that we hope for will happen.   
     On a personal note, I would like to thank you all for your gifts, cards and your support 
over the past year, they all mean a great deal to me. As we begin this new year it is my 
deepest hope and prayer that we can come together in Worship and Prayer to make God’s 
kingdom come to this community and this world. 
    May the Peace of God and His Blessings be in your New Year. 

        Pastor George

The Steeple   
January 2026 

KATE’S KITCHEN NEEDS YOUR HELP 
  

       Kate’s Kitchen (part of Providence Ministries)  has served noon-time meals every day 
since 1980 to anyone in need, no-questions asked. Kate’s Kitchen provides approximately 
200 meals per day. Kate’s Kitchen served 74,045 meals in 2024 serving 7,650 individuals. 
    The kitchen relies on volunteers to make this program work. For many years SHUMC has 
provided a meal once a month. You are invited and are needed to make a casserole or two 
each month. We always make goulash (hamburg, tomato sauce, pasta).  Please bring 
casseroles to church  and put them in the kitchen freezer anytime. Each month’s casseroles 
need to be at church by the last Sunday of the month. They are delivered to Kate’s Kitchen 
the next day and served on Wednesday of that week. Aluminum baking dishes are available 
in the hall between Fellowship Hall and entrance to sanctuary. Please consider being a part 
of this important ministry. “Together, we nourish more than bodies—we nourish hope.” 

   By Sharyn Kovalesky, Thank you Sharyn. 

THE CASSEROLES FOR KATE’S KITCHEN ARE DUE JANUARY 25  
      Thanks to all who helped 16 casseroles were delivered in December to Kate’s 
Kitchen.  Thank you to Carol & Tom Deren for delivering the casseroles. 


	 Everyone is invited to help. 
 -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 

All are invited to join the United Women of Faith on January 14 at 9:00 a.m. in  
Fellowship Hall.

http://UMCSouthHadley.org


	 	 	 Grab & Go 
Pineapple Upside-down Cake

     &
    Beef Stew

January 16     5:00 to 5:30 p.m. 
     

                         	 	 	 	   $15.00 

Menu:   Home-made Beef Stew     Egg noodles 
        Pineapple Upside-down Cake    

 	  fresh hot delicious rolls      Beverage    
 

  To order:  call: 413 532-000  
            	      text 413 695-1212              
                        email: office@umcsouthhadley.org  

	 	 Include your name, phone & number of meals 
Notify us if anyone in your party has a food allergy.

Your help is appreciated.  You can donated vegetables, can of sliced pineapple, 
jar of stemless maraschino cherries, a pound of butter, canned soda, bottled 
water - sign up on sheet in back of sanctuary.  You can help prep vegetables.

FROM OUR LAY LEADER 

Something I wanted to share. 
         Mary Lou

WATCH for BIBLE STUDY DATES 

Check weekly invitation  

and web site.



   PRAY FOR   Carol Brunelle, Beth 
Dietz, Tim O’Donnell, Kathy 
Washburn, Darlene Dout, Jim 

Anspach’s Family - parents, Gene & Rene 
and Uncles Earl & Tom Anspach, Mark 
Felsentreger, Scott Shippey, Robert Dout, 
Hugh ‘Scotty’ Hutton, Lisa Barnes,  Jessica 
Guarnera, Hwang & Sooyun & Family, our 
Church, our Country, our World.  

CELEBRATION, CONCERNS & MORE

STEEPLE LIGHTING          
   Our steeple is lit during the 
month of January: 
 ✞ Anonymously asking us to  
     “Let God’s  Light Shine Bright”.    
   If you would like the steeple lit for one 
month, the fee is $25.00. The deadline is 
the 25th of the month.

COME JANUARY 14 & LEARN ABOUT OUR UWF 
    Do you know what our women do?  Yes, we meet once a month and pray & support each 
other and have a snack & maybe coffee.  BUT there is a lot more that we do.   
    You know we sponsor the Secret Santa mission, White Christmas bags for our shut-ins, 
the angels without wings send monthly cards and send casseroles to Kate’s Kitchen each 
month - join us to learn more and add your ideas to what we can do to reach out in our 
community and world. 
    We start 9:00 a.m. on Wednesday, January 14.  We meet for about one hour (done before 
10:30 because some have other commitments).  Bev will lead devotions and Kathy will be 
hostess. 

 ✞ Prayers & sympathy to Ellen & Mark 
Hudgik & Family on the death of Ellen’s 
sister. 
✞ Prayers & sympathy  to Lisa Barnes, 
Jim Barnes & Shane Heckethorn on the 

UWF: HATS, MITTENS, SCARVES 
    The United Women in Faith thank all  
    who donated hats, mittens and gloves  
    for our Secret Santa mission.



 MARK YOUR CALENDAR     ALL WELCOME  

	 Every Sunday after worship join us in Fellowship Hall  
	 	 for coffee and conversation.  
  	 January 14:  9:00 a.m. UWF in Fellowship Hall 
	 January 16:  5-5:30 p.m. Grab & Go pick-up 
	 January 20:  6:00 p.m. Council & Trustee meeting in  
                                     Pastor’s office & on Zoom
   January 23:  5:30-8 p.m. Free! Movie night, hot dogs  
	 	 	 	 	 	 & popcorn. 

   	 	 January 25: Casseroles for Kate’s Kitchen are due. 

   Sundays: 9:00 a.m. Choir rehearsal & Bell choir rehearsal - alternating weeks 
	 	 	 New members are welcome.   

You do not have to know how to read music to join either choir. 
Heather is a wonderful teacher and gets music from us that we  

did’t know we had. And we have fun.

 THANK YOU!  
	 THANK YOU! 

	 	  THANK YOU!      
      The Santa Helpers were Shining with 
the Spirit of Christmas. 

       A thank you from a Family who 
received Secret Santa gifts. 

    Thank you to all who helped with the 
Secret Santa gifts. Thanks to your help, 133 
children received gifts including hats & 
mittens. Board games & three bikes were 
distributed to the schools. Thank you to 
our community who helped make this 
possible - The So. Hadley Police Police 
Dept. Toy Drive, and help from Our 
Savior's Lutheran Church, E Ink, South 
Hadley UMC, Tan & Shears, and Center 
Congregational, the Veteran’s service and 
all the individuals who donated time and 
gifts, including John & Daniel Hackett. 
And to the Secret Santa committee: 
Heather Hackett Martha Dunn, Sharyn 

Kovalesky, David 
Towne & Mary 
Lou Guarnera 
who organized 
this mission 
project. 

 Pictured are the 
gifts all bagged 
for families to 

pick up.  

     Our deepest gratitude to you!  Thank 
you for you Food Pantry offerings!  You 
will never know how it changed our lives…
and your kind and caring family and 
friends.  
   Thank you for the gift bag.  We can use 
EVERYTHING & your donors were very 
thoughtful.  Happy Holidays…and thank 
you for being you.



Thanks to you, the sanctuary was 
beautifully decorated for add Advent & 
Christmas with poinsettia plants given: 

~In memory of Dolores Bickhart 
	 By Dawn Wattson 
~In honor of our Grandchildren 
	 From Tom & Carol Deren 
~In memory of Jim & Betty Dout 
	 By Alan & Darlene Dout 
~In memory of loved ones 
	 by Lois Felsentreger 
~In loving memory of Francis & Winifred 
	 Cerruti, 
	 	 With love from Donna & Don  
	 	 	 Barre & Family 
~In loving memory of Rosa Lee & Tony 	  
	 Motyka 
	 	 Love, The Motyka Family 

~In loving memory of Peg & Don Hicky 
	 Love, The Motyka Family 
~In honor of Harry Novak 
	 From Rose Novak 
~In loving memory of my sisters and 		  
	 brothers 
	     Pauline Kiakis 
	     Winifred & Fran Cerutti 
	     Ken & Toni Stark 
	 	 By Ann Felsentreger & Family 
~In honor of my kids, John, Jessica, Bill  
     & Brian 
	 	 By Mary Lou Guarnera 
~In loving memory of Phebe Warner and 
	 Katherine Reddie. 
	 	 By Russ & Anita Easter 

~The wreaths on the doors are in memory 
of my husband, John Felsentreger and 
loved ones, by Lois Felsentreger and in 
honor and memory of our parents, Dennis 
& Mary Louise Stark and John & Lois 
Felsentreger by Alan and Ann Felsentreger.

OUR SANCTUARY WAS BEAUTIFUL 

WHITE CHRISTMAS tradition continued  
 Thank You to all who helped prepare the gift bags for our folks at  home.  There were cards 
made, trains made from candy and cookies for the bags.  Included in the bags were a glass 
maple leaf filled with maple syrup from Harris Mt. Sugar Shack, an Upper Room daily 
prayer guide, and more.  Thank you to those who delivered the bags & visited with those 
who are unable to attend church in person. A visit is a wonderful gift that you can give at 
anytime.  



                                          CELEBRATE DIVERSITY 
All are welcome - loved for who you are, exactly as you are. 

Join us for worship 10:00 a.m. Sundays  
in our sanctuary, on Zoom and on YouTube.   

Join in one of our missions. 

                              United Methodist Church 
	     of 

Holyoke, South Hadley & Granby 
                                       30 Carew Street 

                                            South Hadley, MA 01075 
                                                                  Pastor George Kiakis 

If you are in need of prayers or need to speak with Pastor call or email. 
Email:  office@UMCSouthHadley.org 

Church office 413 532-0500.  Leave a message. 

Join us 

-Be part of our 

    UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
                   30 Carew Street  
 South Hadley, Massachusetts 01075-2705 

   Return address service requested.

mailto:office@UMCSouthHadley.org

