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September 13,  2026 

16th Sunday After Pentecost 
 

CELEBRATE DIVERSITY - All are welcome - loved for who 

you are, exactly as you are. Please stay after worship so we can 

meet and say hello. 
 

If you are able, please stand at the places marked with an 

asterisk (*). For all other portions of the service,  

you may remain seated. 
 

✝ ✝ ✝ ✝ ✝ ✝ ✝ ✝ ✝ ✝ ✝ ✝ ✝ ✝ 
 

Announcements 
 

Prelude   

Welcome 

Passing of Peace 
 

Call To Worship:     By Dr. Lisa Hancock 

L: We live in a world where we hurt one another, where  

sin divides us one from another and makes us enemies 

instead of neighbors. 

P: Yet we are a people of grace, called by Christ to  

    forgive and repair the rifts between us. 

L: In this place, may we encounter Christ who meets us in  

the places where we want to give up, where we despair 

that life-giving change is even possible, with abundant 

grace to sustain us on the journey. 

P: God, form us today as people of grace, called to  

      forgive and repair the rifts between us. Amen. 
 

*Hymn #2088:    Lord, I Lift Your Name on High 

Lord, I lift Your name on high. 

Lord, I love to sing Your praises. 

I'm so glad You're in my life; 

I'm so glad You came to save us. 

 

You came from Heaven to earth 

To show the way. 

From the Earth to the cross, 



My debt to pay. 

From the cross to the grave, 

From the grave to the sky; 

Lord, I lift Your name on high. 

 

Lord, I lift Your name on high. 

Lord, I love to sing Your praises. 

I'm so glad You're in my life; 

I'm so glad You came to save us. 

 

You came from Heaven to earth 

To show the way. 

From the Earth to the cross, 

My debt to pay. 

From the cross to the grave, 

From the grave to the sky; 

Lord, I lift Your name on high. 

 

You came from Heaven to earth 

To show the way. 

From the Earth to the cross, 

My debt to pay. 

From the cross to the grave, 

From the grave to the sky; 

Lord, I lift Your name on high. 

 

You came from Heaven to earth 

To show the way. 

From the Earth to the cross, 

My debt to pay. 

From the cross to the grave, 

From the grave to the sky; 

Lord, I lift Your name on high. 

 
Morning Prayer:    Unison 

God, we praise and adore you for opening up a new future 

for us when your love and compassion, your mercy and 

grace became enfleshed in Jesus Christ. He delivered us 

from the bondage evil and sin through his death on the 

cross. The impossible once more became reality when love 

defeated evil once and for all. We pray that this time of 

worship will be a true offering of our wonder and praise 

that you should care for us so deeply and so faithfully. This  

we pray in Jesus' name. Amen.​
  

A Time for Young People 
 

Celebrations & Concerns 

Pastoral Prayer 

*Gloria Patri​ ​ ​ pg. 70 

        Glory be to the Father, 

and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and ever shall be, 

      world without end. Amen. 
 

Ministry in Music:    Lamb of God    by Twila Paris 
 

*Hymn #504:   Old Rugged Cross  

1 On a hill far away stood an old rugged cross,​
the emblem of suffering and shame;​
and I love that old cross where the dearest and best​
for a world of lost sinners was slain. 

    Refrain:​
So I'll cherish the old rugged cross,​
till my trophies at last I lay down;​
I will cling to the old rugged cross,​
and exchange it some day for a crown.​
 

2 O that old rugged cross, so despised by the world,​
has a wondrous attraction for me;​
for the dear Lamb of God left his glory above​
to bear it to dark Calvary. [Refrain]​
 

3 In that old rugged cross, stained with blood so divine,​
a wondrous beauty I see,​
for 'twas on that old cross Jesus suffered and died,​
to pardon and sanctify me. [Refrain]​
 



4 To that old rugged cross I will ever be true,​
its shame and reproach gladly bear;​
then he'll call me some day to my home far away,​
where his glory forever I'll share. [Refrain] 

 

Gospel:     Matthew: 18:21-35    pg. 20      New Testament    
     21 

Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many 

times shall I forgive my brother or sister who sins against 

me? Up to seven times?” 
     22 

Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but 

seventy-seven times.
[a] 

     23 
“Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who 

wanted to settle accounts with his servants. 
24 

As he began 

the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand bags of 

gold
[b]

 was brought to him. 
25 

Since he was not able to pay, 

the master ordered that he and his wife and his children and 

all that he had be sold to repay the debt. 
     26 

“At this the servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be 

patient with me,’ he begged, ‘and I will pay back everything.’ 
27 

The servant’s master took pity on him, canceled the debt 

and let him go. 
     28 

“But when that servant went out, he found one of his 

fellow servants who owed him a hundred silver coins.
[c]

He 

grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you 

owe me!’ he demanded. 
     29 

“His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be 

patient with me, and I will pay it back.’ 
     30 

“But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man 

thrown into prison until he could pay the debt.
31 

When the 

other servants saw what had happened, they were outraged 

and went and told their master everything that had 

happened. 
     32 

“Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked 

servant,’ he said, ‘I canceled all that debt of yours because 

you begged me to. 
33 

Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your 

fellow servant just as I had on you?’ 
34 

In anger his master 

handed him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he 

should pay back all he owed. 

     35 
“This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you 

unless you forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” 

              L: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 

             P: Thanks be to God. 
 

Message:  ​ ​ ​ George Kiakis 
 

*Hymn #378:   Amazing Grace 

1. Amazing grace! How sweet the sound ​
that saved a wretch like me! ​
I once was lost, but now am found; ​
was blind, but now I see.  

2. 'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, ​
and grace my fears relieved; ​
how precious did that grace appear ​
the hour I first believed.  

3. Through many dangers, toils, and snares, ​
I have already come; ​
'tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, ​
and grace will lead me home.  

4. The Lord has promised good to me, ​
his word my hope secures; ​
he will my shield and portion be, ​
as long as life endures.  

5. Yea, when this flesh and heart shall fail, ​
and mortal life shall cease, ​
I shall possess, within the veil, ​
a life of joy and peace.  

6. When we've been there ten thousand years, ​
bright shining as the sun, ​
we've no less days to sing God's praise ​
than when we'd first begun. 

 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2018:21-35&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23750a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2018:21-35&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23752b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2018:21-35&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23756c


*Offering and Doxology​ ​ ​ #94 

  Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

  Praise God all creatures here below!  

  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

  Praise God the source of all our gifts! 

  Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

  Praise the Spirit! Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia!  

*Offering Prayer 
 

*Benediction 
Amen, Amen 

 

Postlude 
 

Offering:  Please leave your offering on the plate.  The  

Lord has given us so much, let us remember to return some 

to His church. 
 

 

-Please pray for: Carol Brunelle, Beth Dietz, Tim O’Donnell, 

Kathy Washburn, Darlene Dout, Jim Anspach’s Family - 

parents, Gene & Rene and Uncles Earl & Tom Anspach, Mark 

Felsentreger, Scott Shippey, Robert Dout, Lisa Barnes, Jim 

Barnes, Jessica Guarnera, Lois Felsentreger, Kevin McLaughlin, 

Mark Hudgik, Mary Lou Guarnera, our Church, our Country, 

our World. 
 

 

 

 

September 15: 6:00 p.m. Council & Trustees in  

                             Pastor’s office & on Zoom.  

September 18:  5-5:30 p.m. Grab & Go 

September 25: 5:30-8 p.m. Movie, hot dogs,  

                            popcorn & lemonade.  All Free 

September 27:   Casseroles for Kate’s Kitchen are due. 

 

 
 

-Online Payments Are Here!    

Giving made easy. Send gift to support 

the important work of your church.  

Scan QR code. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grab & Go  

‘County Fair’ Pork Chop Sandwich 

Cucumber Dill Salad 

Bagel Chips & Hummus Dip 

Apple Turnover 

 September 18     5:00 to 5:30 p.m.  

     $15.00 

 Menu:    Country Fair Pork Chop Sandwich  

                                    with Caramelized Onions     

                            Cucumber Dill Salad   

 Homemade Bagel Chips with Hummus Dip 

                      Apple Turnover      Beverage​  
 

 To order:     call: 413 532-0500   

                    text: 413 695-1212               

            ​    email: office@umcsouthhadley.org  
 

​ Include your name, phone & number of meals 

Reservation needed by September 17 
 

Notify us if anyone in your party has a food 

allergy.              

If you are in need of prayers or need to speak  

with the pastor, contact the office. 

Pastor’s office hours  

Tuesdays & Thursdays 8:30-11:00 a.m. 
 

 office@umcsouthhadley.org    

web site: umcsouthhadley.org  

Church office 413 532-0500  Leave a message. 



- - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - 

   If you will help prepare apples on Thursday, sign up.  

 

  I will help______________________________ 
 

  Take & Go Reservations  
 

 Name_________________________________ 

 

  Phone number___________________________ 

 

  No. of meals_____________________________ 
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